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President’s Message
By Theresa Andrews

As the end of the academic year approaches
and the Niagara Frontier Reading Council
activities are wrapping up, I want to take the
opportunity to thank each and every one of
you! It has been an honor serving as your NFRC
President this academic year. I want to thank all
of you who have contributed to making this
year successful, beginning with the board of
directors and extending to our membership at
large. Once again we were awarded Honor
Council status from the International Literacy
Association!
It has been a busy and inspiring year for the
NFRC. We continued to build on increasing our
partnerships, communicating more with our
members, and offering more educational
opportunities to our literacy community at
large. We held our annual NFRC Fall
Membership event in collaboration with the
WNY Children's Book Expo; it was well received
by all who attended. There were various wellknown authors who presented, a wide range of
author signed books available for purchase, and
several networking opportunities! A BIG thank
you to Judy Bradbury, Mary Beth Scumaci, and
Patty Oliphant for coordinating this event. Next,
Kirsten Burke-Smith organized two engaging
professional development brunches; the winter
brunch focused on Literacy and STEAM and the
spring brunch focused on Fake News. We also
held our 5th Annual NFRC Professional Book
Club reading Disruptive Thinking: Why How We

Read Matters by Kylene Beers & Robert E.
Probst.
New this year was a NFRC initiative to create
Little Free Libraries around WNY. A special
thank you to Judy Bradbury, Renny Staples, and
Paul Lyons for making a dream become a
reality! Also, the summer planning committee
organized two free events: Launching Literacy:
Our Free "Make & Take" Event and Teachers as
Readers at Barnes & Noble. We hope to carry
on both events for our members for years to
come.
We continued our outreach involvement with
dedications for Habitat for Humanity, donating
books to the Women & Children's Hospital NICU
Project, donating school supplies to the Cristo
Rey School in Nicaragua, and much more!
All of the literacy events and outreach
projects we achieved this year would not be
made possible without the commitment and
teamwork from our officers, board members,
committee chairs, and members so thank you!
We continue to welcome new ideas and if you
are interested in becoming involved, please
contact me at tandrews8815@gmail.com.
We are once again looking forward to
our “Wild About Reading” book give away at
the Buffalo Zoo on June 23, 2018. Spread the
word and come join us kick-off the summer
doing what we love most, reading!!!
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Medaille College Education Graduate Students
Present at NFRC Spring Event
On Wednesday, April 26th, two Medaille College MSED students presented poster
presentations at the Niagara Frontier Reading Council spring professional development event
on Media Literacy in the Era of "Fake News". Fake News is a hot topic trending in education.
Students presented as part of their Technology for the Elementary Classroom course under the
guidance of Mary Beth Scumaci, Associate Dean for Educational Technology and Clinical
Associate Professor with the Department of Education at Medaille College. Students pictured
from left to right: Sabrina Ruffolo who presented on Effective Strategies for Teaching
Elementary Students about Fake News and Jaclyn Kasprzak who presented on the 4Cs of 21st
Century Learners: Teaching Elementary Students about Critical Thinking, Communication,
Collaboration, & Creativity. Graduate students Danielle Blahowicz and Sierra Chojnacki, new
members of the Niagara Frontier Reading Council volunteered to host the Donations for
Nicaragua raffle project. The students had the opportunity to network and participate in the
event with 75 local educators, librarians, administrators and community members. The keynote
speakers were University of Buffalo Media Librarians Dr. Heidi Julien, Bryan Sajecki, and
Cynthia Tysick. They gave an enlightening presentation on educating college students in a
culture of "Fake News".
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Members of our organization continue to show their generous support of the
Cristo Rey School in Nicaragua by donating Spanish books, classroom kits,
paper, pencils, notebooks, and various other educational items. These
materials are of great need and are deeply appreciated by those children
benefiting from our International Outreach Mission Project. Many thanks to
all who continue to donate!
As the school year comes to an end, please consider collecting school supplies
no longer of use to your students to donate to this cause. We will continue to
collect new or used school supplies throughout the summer. Please contact
Sue Busch sbusch526@gmail.com to arrange drop-off. To learn more or to
donate funds to this project online, please visit
http://www.thenfrc.org/nicaragua-outreach-project.html. For questions,
contact Judy Bradbury at judybradburywrites@gmail.com or Sue Busch.
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Mark Your Calendars!
The NFRC will again partner with the Western New York Children’s Book Expo to bring educators an
exclusive WNYCBE Educator Event!
The WNYCBE will take place at the Buffalo-Niagara Convention Center on November 10, 2018. Educators can
register for a 4-hour CTLE workshop that will run from 8am-noon. The agenda can be found below.
Sixteen children’s authors and illustrators will participate, including Alyssa Capucilli, London Ladd, Jim
Averback, Cynthia Lord, Stacy McAnulty, Sean Jensen, Jen Ward, and Loren Long. Swag bags distributed to
all registrants will be filled with a bounty of educational materials, a FREE children’s book provided by authors,
illustrators, and their publishers…AND will also include a $20 coupon to spend on books at the Expo, thanks to
the generous sponsorship of Medaille College. A flyer for the event is attached to this newsletter.
BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE …NFRC members pay only $15! Simply click the NFRC button when
registering, and your cost will be reduced by half, thanks to NFRC. A valid 2018-19 NFRC membership is
required.
The Expo Educator Event sold out last year, so plan to register soon for this exciting opportunity to meet a
spectacular line-up of award-winning children’s authors and illustrators! Click on this link to complete the
simple form: bit.ly/2rt8jZ5.
Please note: Advance registration only. Due to the array of complimentary materials being provided to all
registrants, no walk-ins can be accommodated.
Visit http://www.monkeysread.com/ctle-workshop for details. Mark your calendars and sign up soon!
Agenda
7:30-8:00am
8:00-8:15
8:15-9:30
9:30-9:45
9:45-11:00
11:00-Noon

Sign-in / Continental Breakfast
Introduction
Panel of 11 Expo Authors and Illustrators!
Break
Spotlight Presentations by 4 Expo Authors and Illustrators!
Explore the WNYCBExpo! / Author/Illustrator Breakout Session
Opportunities

5

6

Over the course of this past year, NFRC has become involved in building,
erecting, and supplying Little Free Libraries across our region.
The newest of our LFLs were placed on Sommer Street in North Tonawanda and on Seneca Street in
West Seneca. See the photos of these outstanding beacons of literacy here and on our website.
Thanks again to volunteer Paul Lyons for building these additional LFLs and to Renny Staples for her
dedication to this project.
If you would like to build, support, or contribute to the cost of an LFL, or if you have a suggestion for a
location, please contact Judy Bradbury at judybradburywrites@gmail.com.
For photos, media, and more details, please visit the NFRC website at http://www.thenfrc.org/little-freelibrary-project.html.
For your reading pleasure, here is a sampling of comments left in the journals placed in the LFLs:
* This is very nice of you and thoughtful for you to do
* Thank you! I love to read - a fifth grader
* Finding this made my day! I love that this is here and I can't wait to trade a few of these
for books at home! Thank you! :)
* This is a welcomed bright spot of hope for this day and age. Thanks!
* Thank you for the library. It's very inspirational and keep the Heritage magazines
coming. They're factual and good to know. Thank you.
* My grandchildren love to read and thanks to the free library we get a lot of different books and
bring books back when they have finished with the books. Thank you.
* Having this journal here is a fantastic idea, but I am COOOLD. Thank you!!
* Great exchange idea. Just love to read!
* I found a book. YEY!! I will be back to leave one or two.
* Found a book for my daughter. She and I will leave one next time we come to the park!
Thanks!
* What a wonderful idea! Thank you so much for doing this! My 2 year old chose "Good night
Moon" for our story today. Thank you!
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Honor Council Award
Once again, for the fifteenth year, the Niagara Frontier Reading Council #34475 has been
recognized by the International Literacy Association (ILA) as an Honor Council. The
Honor Council Program annually recognizes councils that organize and conduct wellrounded programs serving council members, the community, the state/provincial council
and the International Literacy Association. Councils are recognized for accomplishments
from the previous year: July 1, 2016-June 30, 2017. All applicants must electronically
submit documents for each required part that summarizes the essential elements of each
activity.
•

Part I: Service to Council Members

•

Part II: Service to Local Community

•

Part III: Partnership with State/ Provincial Council and ILA

•

Part IV: Service to International Community

This process helps our council keep aware of our goals as an organization. Included in
the application were our Long Range Goals, Three Council Meetings, and information
about our Website, Social Networking platforms, and SPOTLIGHT Newsletter. Also
featured was our annual Zoo Event, the work done for Habitat for Humanity, and our fall
events that are part of the NFRC Membership Campaign. To show how our council is
connected to other councils within the state, Kathleen Cali, the WNY Regional Officer
was pictured at one of our events and our financial support of members who attended the
NYRSA Assembly of Delegates meeting was documented. Also shared was information
about the International Literacy Day at Southside Elementary School and our Worldwide
Literacy contributions through our partnership with the Nicaraguan Mission Project.
Thank you to all members! Your support in helping to make our council such a vibrant
service organization is greatly appreciated.

Kathleen Montesanti

8

9

The Niagara Frontier Reading Council continues to support
the United Way of Buffalo by providing over 200 board
books for the 2018 United Way Baby Shower.
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time as the NFRC treasurer and has
volunteered at countless events.
The Certificate of Recognition Award is
presented to a person, not affiliated with
the NFRC and not a paid, professional
educator who has enhanced literacy in
the community through their service.
This year’s Certificate of Recognition
Award was presented to Susan
Nicholas. Susan put an idea into action
and started GARP – Grandparents As
Reading Partners. The program is held
at The Wright Center, a community
building on the grounds of the First
Methodist Church. Children are brought
from Akron schools to the center on
Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons.
Each “grandparent” is paired with a child
to read for a thirty – five minute session
and there are leveled books provided to
support the reader’s literacy growth.
Susan coordinates with the elementary
school to see which students would
benefit from this extra time and attention
to meet their literacy needs.

NFRC Presents
Annual Awards
The Niagara Frontier Reading Council
Service to Reading and Certificate of
Recognition Awards were announced at
the Spring Literacy Event on the
evening of April 25th, 2018 at
Salvatore’s Italian Gardens.
Bonnie Welsted was selected to receive
the Service to Reading Award based on
her significant contributions to promoting
literacy in our WNY schools and
community. Bonnie is a current first
grade teacher from the Frontier Central
School District. She is a mentor to
teachers, parents, and students when it
comes to literacy. Bonnie promotes
literacy both in and out of the school and
even has a full functioning classroom in
her house. She recruits past parents
and community members to aid her in
giving children one to one attention as
they read. The surrounding community
has benefitted greatly from her influence
to make literacy practice joyful and fun.
Even the most struggling readers have
grown leaps and bounds due to
Bonnie’s tireless efforts. She also
serves the community by donating her

Congratulations, once again, to our
award recipients and thank you to our
membership for your thoughtful
nominations for these awards.
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NFRC 2017-18
Slate of Officers & Board Members
NFRC Officers 2017-2018 (for vote at Spring Brunch)









President - Theresa Andrews
Past President - Dana Comas-Baez
President Elect - Kathleen Montesanti
Vice President of Programming - Kirsten Smith
Recording Secretary - Jack Agugliaro
Corresponding Secretary - Kellie Grant
Treasurer - Bonnie Welsted
Director of Membership - Carol Bush

Board Members 2017 - 2019 (for vote at Spring Brunch)





Jeanne Komoroske
Mary Beth Scumaci
Liz Bystrak
Christan O’Leary

Board Members 2016 - 2018 (continuing term)





Judy Bradbury
Wendy Huss
Jeanne Cummings
Pamela Garabedian
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