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President’s Message
By Theresa Andrews
social events, and/or planning meetings.
Visit our website, Facebook page, or twitter
to find out the latest on upcoming events.
Encourage a friend to join you on this
journey and let’s create a strong community
together this year, because we need it! I
discussed the NFRC and all they have to
offer with my district and they offered to pay
for all the reading specialists in my district.
Don’t be afraid to ask your district to pay for
your membership; you never know until you
ask!

Welcome to the 2017-2018 academic year
of professional growth and your literacy
community. This year, I am honored to
serve as the president and collaborate with
such a dedicated group of professionals.
With a powerful community we can do so
much more; learn, transform, expand, and
continue to change to be the educators the
children of our future need.
The world is always changing; standards,
society, technology, and so much more.
One thing that will always stay the same is
the need to belong to a community. The
Niagara Frontier Reading Council (NFRC) is
your literacy community where we are here
to work together, discuss ideas and
concerns, connect with local education
professionals, learn about relevant literacy
research, support one another, and more!
Over the past 8 years I’ve been teaching,
there have been many changes in
education and one thing I learned is that I
wouldn’t be the educator I am today with the
NFRC community to support me through
these changes. I am thankful to have a
community of educators as passionate
about literacy as me. I am a reflection of my
literacy community and I invite you to take
advantage of all we have to offer.

This year we continue to offer free social
events to connect with local area educators,
learn new ideas, and win free prizes. These
events include: Launching Literacy Makeand-Take event on 9/30/17, Teachers as
Readers Barnes and Nobles event on
1/13/18, and Sail into Summer Literacy
event on 5/31/18. In addition, please join us
for the professional book discussion of
Disrupting Thinking by Kylene Beers and
Robert Probst. The first discussion will
follow the Fall Conference Event partnered
with the WNY Children's Book Expo on
November 11, 2017 at the Buffalo Niagara
Convention Center.
I look forward to an exciting year ahead and
it wouldn’t be possible without the continued
support, commitment, and involvement from
our members, committees, and Board of
Directors. I look forward to connecting with
all of you and helping you grow your literacy
community. I wish you all a wonderful
school year!

Over the summer, we have worked hard to
prepare more opportunities for you to build
your literacy community and get involved
with the NFRC. Join us at one of our
upcoming professional development
conferences, professional book studies,
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Join us for our 3 rd Annual
WNY Children’s Book Expo November 11 th
The third annual WNY Children’s Book Expo will take
place on Saturday, November 11, 2017 from 10am-3pm
at Buffalo-Niagara Convention Center. This FREE
family literacy event offers our community an
opportunity to become immersed in the wonderful world
of children’s books. Participants can meet, greet, and
interact with 40 local, national, and international
children’s authors and illustrators! For complete details
on the event and a schedule of activities throughout the
day, visit: http://www.monkeysread.com/wnycbe-home.
New this year is the collaboration between the WNY
Children’s Book Expo and Niagara Frontier Reading
Council
to
provide
an
exciting,
expanded
CTLE/Professional Development opportunity for area
educators! From 8-11am, 17 children’s authors and
illustrators will participate in “Bring On the Books: Explore Ways to Scaffold Instruction
with Great Children’s Books” led by Judy Bradbury. (Following this will be an additional hour
of CTLE for NFRC members only. See agenda for details.) Certificates of attendance will be
issued for this NYSED-approved CTLE event. Doors open at 7:30; event begins promptly at
8AM.
Go to http://www.thenfrc.org/nfrc-fall-events.html for complete details and an agenda for the
event. Register early! Space is limited. Sorry, no walk-ins.

2

NFRC Professional Book Discussion
Group

Year 5 Promises To Disrupt!
Year 5 of the NFRC Professional Book Discussion Group will officially begin at the Fall
Conference held in collaboration with the Western New York Children’s Book Expo at the
Buffalo-Niagara Convention Center on November 11 (Details
here: http://www.thenfrc.org/nfrc-fall-events.html).
th

This year we will discuss Disrupting Thinking: Why How We Read Matters by Kylene Beers and
Robert E. Probst (Scholastic; 2017), an accessible resource for K-12 educators by a well-known
and highly acclaimed powerhouse team in our field. The book focuses reading as
transformational and engaging as opposed to an exercise in decoding, recalling, and answering
questions. Join us as we read, learn, and discuss with colleagues the framework for BHH (Book,
Head, Heart) and how to enable young people to navigate skillfully, responsibly, and
meaningfully in today’s complex media.
Disrupting Thinking will be included in the NFRC Fall Conference Membership Package for the
first 100 registrants for the event—a $35.00 value! Register here:
http://www.thenfrc.org/membership-registration-2017-2018.html
Refer to the 2017-18 NFRC Professional Book Discussion Group meeting schedule for a
complete listing of dates, times, locations, and discussion leaders. The information is also
available on the NFRC website: http://www.thenfrc.org/book-club.html.
Questions? Contact Judy Bradbury at judybradburywrites@gmail.com.
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SAVE THE DATE!
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NFRC Expanding Local Outreach
One of the most successful ways to improve the
reading achievement of children and foster a
love of reading is to increase their access to
books, especially at home. But according to the
U.S. Department of Education, up to 61% of
low-income families have no books for kids in
their homes. Little Free Libraries
(https://littlefreelibrary.org) is a nationally
prominent nonprofit literacy initiative that
"inspires a love of reading, builds community,
and sparks creativity by fostering neighborhood
book exchanges.” Their aim is to provide
access to books 24/7 in areas where books are
scarce. How is this accomplished? By placing attractive, free-standing
kiosks in accessible areas and inviting anyone to take a book or donate a
book for others to enjoy.
And now the NFRC is working to
join in by establishing Little Free
Libraries in areas of need
throughout our community—from
Buffalo to Niagara Falls, from
Lackawanna to Lockport, and
everywhere in between.
If you are willing to help the
NFRC establish little free libraries locally by assisting in building a little
free library, securing a site, donating to our local initiative, or if you
simply wish to offer suggestions, please contact Judy Bradbury at
judybradburywrites@gmail.com
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Plan for Processing
Time
Jack A. Aguglia
Education Update (August 2013)
encouraged teachers to allow for
processing time for students. Just
like DJs on the radio, teachers fear
the dreaded “dead air” when no
students raise their hands or answer
posed questions. However, that
silence often allows many students
to continue their thinking processes
to discover the answer. What
seems obvious to the instructor is,
many times, new to the learner and
students need time to pull that
information together.

tension in the classroom. Even
when students say “I don’t know” it
is better to wait and even encourage
thinking by saying “Think for a
moment.” Often, students will say
they don’t know as a habit. In my
past experience, I have waited after
a student has said he doesn’t know,
and then he gave the answer.
Working wait time into
lessons is essential, especially
when some students may have
processing speed
disorders. Teachers who do this
find that they get answers that are
deeper in understanding. As you
continue to work with your
students in this new school year,
consider adding wait time when
necessary so that more students
may be able to participate in class
activities and discussions.

One reason teachers do not
wait long enough is that they are
under pressure to deliver all the
material. It sometimes seems better
to just give the answers to the kids
and roll on so the job can be
considered accomplished. Another
reason is the discomfort that silence
begets. Looking at students and
their not answering seem to raise
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NFRC: Supporting Literacy at Home and Internationally:
NFRC endeavors to support the critical work of our
local teachers through workshops, website
information, the professional book club, our Winter
and Spring Brunches, and collaborating with other
organizations. Another important objective is to
foster literacy in families. Buffalo area families who
complete the process of house ownership through
Habitat for Humanity Buffalo, including 500 hours of
“sweat equity” and classes on budgeting, are
presented a basket of books and a bookcase at their
house dedication. The children are thrilled to add to
their personal libraries! One recent home owner had no children
herself but ran a small day care. We provided not only books, but
crayons, paper, scissors, glue sticks, and stickers. Just think of
how many children we will impact with this one basket!
NFRC
also helps to support the Cristo Rey School in Nicaragua. Over the
past 4 years we have sent six boxes of Spanish books and over a
dozen large boxes of school supplies. We gratefully collect new
and used school supplies at all of our events, as well as any
Spanish language books you may be able to contribute. We hold a raffle at most events and the
proceeds are used to purchase Spanish books. By being an NFRC member and participating in
our collections and raffles, you send a message in the Buffalo area and in Nicaragua that
Literacy is Important!
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Grant Award: Helping Children Read and Spell Multi-Syllable Words Using
Materials from the Really Great Reading Company LLC
by Kathleen Montesanti
While at the NYRSA Conference in Rochester last fall,
I attended Scott DeSimone’s presentation called
Decoding and the Struggling Reader: Erasing the
Misery of Reading and Spelling Multi-Syllable
Words. This topic is of great interest to me
especially because over the past several years, I have
seen a pattern emerge. Many students are becoming
proficient and confident readers in Kindergarten.
They progress as readers with few challenges,
however, as they enter second grade, many of these
same students lack the skills necessary to break
longer words into decodable chunks. Students often
skip tricky words or simply guess which develops
poor reading habits as wells as comprehension
issues. I have also seen many excellent readers
struggle to spell longer words, stuck in phonetic
spelling. I have researched and discovered strategies
to help children with these struggles, but am always
looking for better solutions.

were finalized and luckily, my grant proposal was
accepted.
The NFRC has help me develop as a professional.
This is my third grant and as always much was
learned. There were several hurdles to overcome
but that is expected when using new materials with
no training. The company recommends that teachers
take the training offered by the Really Great Reading
Company.
Various students from grades 2, 3, and 4 were
screened using two measures: passage reading to
determine CWPM (Correct words per minute) and
word reading. The data was entered in an online
program and students were automatically grouped.
The products ordered were called HD Word. Our
school received three student manipulative kits, 20
workbooks (2 students per workbook), and an online
instructional program complete with video
explanations.

The presentation peeked my interest, and
afterwards, I spoke with Scott DeSimone at his
vendor table. I learned that he and his partner have
been researching techniques and designing materials
over the past 10 years. His thinking and rational for
the design of his program was in alignment with my
thinking. He showed me the Student Kit and gave
me the free evaluation forms to diagnose student
need. I took the freebies offered and my knowledge
from the session and off I went to another
presentation.

To summarize, it took more time than anticipated to
get the groups organized and scheduled. The
company recommended having students start the
HD word lessons at the beginning so they learned all
the proper terminology necessary to build a
foundation. For all grades, the goal was to complete
one lesson per week for ten weeks, a minimum of
sixty minutes of instruction. The second graders had
the best attitude and truly enjoyed the lessons. The
third graders did their HD lessons at the beginning of
each reading lesson and they took it in stride. The
fourth graders acted like they did not need the
lessons, were less attentive, but then could not
complete the lessons accurately. Seven weeks of
lessons were completed and will continue in the fall.
Moving forward, I want to implement HD Word
concentrating on the second graders hopefully
eliminating the need to use the program in the
upper grades. I am thankful to the NFRC for
opportunities to grow as a professional. This project
taught me so much. I did not want to purchase the
video lessons because it has to be renewed every six
months but that is where I got go the most
professional development. I look forward to
continuing my work in the fall using the HD Word
program from Reading Great Reading.

I could not get the Really Great Reading Company
materials and presentation off my mind. It occurred
to me that there was a way to try out the materials. I
could write a $500 NFRC Grant with the intention to
use the materials in our school’s RTI program to help
students read longer words.
I sent an email to the Really Great Reading Company
with a brief overview of the grant proposal and
asked for a recommendation on which materials to
purchase. With the recommendation in hand, I
worked with the other Reading Special in my
building to review product descriptions on the
ReallyGreatReading.com site. A decision was made
to purchase products totaling $478. The grant details
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By Pamela Garabedian
On June 24, 2017 The Niagara Frontier Reading Council held its' annual book giveaway at the Buffalo
Zoo. The host of the event was called, "Party for the Planet" and was sponsored by the Western New
York Earth Day Family Expo Committee and The Buffalo Zoo. Environmental groups from across Western
New York set up displays which were designed to inform children and families of how to take care of our
Earth. Children of all ages were welcomed by a friendly smile and introduced to a new age appropriate
text perfect for summer reading.
The Niagara Frontier Reading Council strives to get good literature in the hands of children during the
summer months. One of our goals as an organization is to enhance literacy in our community, while
instilling a passion for life long learning; this is just one event that supports our cause. As teachers, we
know students regress during the summer months due to lack of reading. This regression only enlarges
the gaps in their knowledge base and can hinder academic growth. Those who are mostly affected come
from families with a low socioeconomic status, which can not afford good literature. In addition, the
problem is compiled as many of these children also lack the parental supports to provide enriching
experiences. What we know is the research supports that students who love to read have more
engaging experiences at a very early age with literature, which builds their confidence as they read more
difficult texts. The more positive experience they have often enhances their motivation to read. As they
continue to read and build the skills to interpret more difficult texts, the more likely they are to replicate
the experience by choosing higher level books they love!
One way our organization tries to remedy this issue is by getting to the heart of the problem, giving
away the latest picture books and novels each year to engage young readers! This unexpected surprise
brings a smile to every face as they are handed a new book from a member of our organization. Tables
of books are displayed at each appropriate grade level. Children of all age groups scan these tables for
their favorite genre, author or subject matter. Many often are captivated by a picture or the words of
the text and begin reading it immediately. The biggest treasure is watching these children become
captivated by the story. So, if you're passion is sharing a book with friend, come out and join our event
each year.
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And Don’t forget…
NFRC board members Judy Bradbury and Mary Beth
Scumaci will be conducting a
workshop entitled “Using Children's
Books to Add STEAM to the K-6
Curriculum” on Monday, November
13th at the 2017 NYSRA Annual
State Conference in Saratoga
Springs. Board member Kirsten
Smith is also presenting on November 13th. The title of
her presentation is “Literacy + STEAM = Learning
Across Content Areas. Visit www.nysreading.org for
conference information.
NFRC Nicaragua Outreach
Please Remember! Donations for the NFRC
Nicaragua Outreach Mission Project will be
accepted at all NFRC gatherings. School supplies,
new and used, are welcome and appreciated! For
photos of this successful ongoing international
initiative, visit the NFRC website:
http://www.thenfrc.org/nicaragua-outreachproject.html
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Awards Corner
By Aimee LaRosa, NFRC Awards Chair
Please look to this article in each Spotlight for
information on awards sponsored by ILA,
NYSRA or NFRC.
Is your school doing great things within their
reading program? Is someone on staff, maybe
you, a member of the IRA? If you can answer yes
to these two questions, perhaps you should talk
with your school administrator and/or literacy
team about applying for the Exemplary Reading
Program Award. To view the guidelines and
download an application, just visit
nysreading.org, go to professional development
and select the awards tab. There is an awards
packet that can be downloaded with all the
information you need.
ILA Award(s):
ILA Exemplary Reading Program Award
application is due November 15
13

NFRC 2017-18
Slate of Officers & Board Members
NFRC Officers 2017-2018 (for vote at Spring Brunch)
•

President - Theresa Andrews

•

Past President - Dana Comas-Baez

•

President Elect - Kathleen Montesanti

•

Vice President of Programming - Kirsten Smith

•

Recording Secretary - Jack Agugliaro

•

Corresponding Secretary - Kellie Grant

•

Treasurer - Bonnie Welsted

•

Director of Membership - Carol Bush

Board Members 2017 - 2019 (for vote at Spring Brunch)
•

Jeanne Komoroske

•

Mary Beth Scumaci

•

Liz Bystrak

•

Christan O’Leary

Board Members 2016 - 2018 (continuing term)
•

Judy Bradbury

•

Wendy Huss

•

Jeanne Cummings

•

Pamela Garabedian
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About the NFRC
•
•
•

We are a non profit educational organization chartered by The International Reading
Association since 1958.
We are dedicated to professional development and enhancement of literacy in our
community.
We are involved in professional issues affecting literacy.

NFRC Mission
Our mission is to promote literacy education, encourage professional development, and provide
community service, which fosters literacy within Western New York. We hope to instill a
passion for lifelong learning and encourage readers to build a vision for the future.

Visit our website: www.thenfrc.org

Find us on Facebook & Twitter:
@NFRCreads
@WNYniagarafrontierreadingcouncil
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