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�  Schoology is free as an app or can be 
used via their website. Anyone can go 
online and create a profile and use its 
features.  

� Notability, however, has a small fee 
($2.99) to download its app. 

� What is “app-smashing?” 
 
›  App Smashing: The process of using 

multiple apps in conjunction with one 
another to complete a task or project. 
(edtechteacher) 
›  Come to use Schoology and Notability in 

tandem on a daily basis in my classroom  
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�  Schoology = Learning Management 
System (LMS)  
›  set up much like the same look and feel as 

a social media site, such as Facebook.  
›  Another LMS is Edmodo - so you may be 

familiar with the look, feel or features of a 
different LMS.  
›  I use my Schoology account every day, for 

seven sections and 138 students in a 
paperless, face-to-face classroom.  

� Note taking, annotating, filing app for 
working with and storing documents 

�  integrates handwriting, PDF annotation, 
typing, recording, and organizing the 
user can take notes in the modality that 
fits their learning style best (i.e. stylus, 
keyboard, finger) 

� Notability can be set up to back up to 
Google Docs so items can be restored if 
lost 
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�  It is easy to set up folders and 
subcategories (class periods, units, 
chapters, etc.) 

� Users can color-code files, and many 
editing options for text 

 

�  Shifting documents from Notability to 
Schoology is easy, can but doesn’t need 
to use a tertiary app such as Dropbox or 
Google Drive 

Schoology and Notability can be used 
symbiotically in instructional situations of: 

�  Flipped learning 
�  Close reading 
�  MOOCS/online instruction 
�  Classroom management 
�  Developing strong student study skills and 

communication 
�  Parent involvement and transparency 
�  Saving paper 
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�  I can post a flipped lesson or link, and a 
set of guided notes or accompanying 
assignment to Schoology.  

�  The student pulls the document over to 
Notability, completes the assignment, 
then uses the destination box to shift the 
doc back into the drop box for the 
assignment. 

� Great for absent students, those with IEP/
504’s, those who need/want additional 
review, etc. 

� With Common Core and a big push for 
close reading, especially at the upper 
grade levels, it is very easy to:  
›  post a pdf on Schoology 
›  Have students pull it over to Notability, read 

and annotate it 
›  File it appropriately and submit it back to a 

dropbox in Schoology 
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� MOOC = Massive Open Online Course 
�  It is possible to move courses into an 

online format with this model  
›  (though I use these to supplement a 

classroom-based teaching model) 

�  E.g. During the November 2014 snow 
days, our Head of School had us 
interacting and posting coursework on 
Schoology for classes 

�  I can add discussion 
posts to Schoology to 
keep students engaged 
and metacognitive 
during input tasks 

� Notability has freed up a 
lot of physical space in 
my classroom where 
heavy, messy, 
disorganized binders 
would be 

�  Parents can create a login and exist in 
Schoology without being “seen” by using 
the course code to register 

�  Parents can message the course 
instructor within the app 
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�  allows me to create and administrate a paperless classroom. This 
school year, I have made this one of my goals.   

�  I post guided notes, assignments, and even assessments (usually 
in the form of practice quizzes students can use as feedback 
and their own formative assessment).  

�  I post updates, which are much like Facebook's status updates/
notifications.  
 
Assignments 
 

�  Assignments are all-in-one places to post the assignment, 
pertinent documents, and also have a comment box for 
students to respond with questions or post their text-based 
response, submission area as a drop box for uploading files, etc.  

�  I can pull up each student's work, and make annotations along 
with grading the assignment for the student right in the drop box. 
 
 

�  I have set up a live, mock student account.  
�  Please feel free to poke around all the files, 

links, updates, discussions, and assignments I 
have posted. 
 
• Go to: www.schoology.com 
• Log in with: kbsmith@buffalo.edu 
• Password: JaneDoe 
• Course: Religion 9 (Buffalo Academy of 
the Sacred Heart) 

�  “Students need to write. A lot. And writing experts 
agree that the best way to improve one's writing 
(and the critical thinking skills that go along with 
it) is to revise the same piece multiple times. 
 
Yet we teachers also have to balance that 
necessary revision with the other equally 
important content and objectives, all in a short 
space of time.” 

�  What better way to do this than with Schoology 
and Notability used together? 

http://www.learnerstogether.com/sma-resources/using-schoology-and-notability-
for-written-assignments 
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Feel free to contact me! 
kirs10kenny@gmail.com 
www.edtechinspired.com 
 
 


